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NEWS
The Latest Trends in Fair Trade!


More and more consumers are excited about buying Fair Trade products, and making a conscious choice to use their purchasing power to improve the lives of small farmers and artisans around the world. Fair Trade guarantees producers a fair price, and thus a decent living. Fair Trade also ensures that products aren’t made using forced or exploitative child labor; and it promotes production techniques that will not harm the environment.

Global Exchange has four retail Fair Trade Stores: an Online Store at www.globalexchangestore.org and three brick & mortar locations (in San Francisco, Portland, and Berkeley). The following are a few of the Fair Trade trends we're noticing. We hope you’ll share them with your readers!

Have You Heard? Fair Trade is Hip!

Fair Trade has always been beneficial for workers and the environment, but now it’s hip and practical too! Check out these new Fair Trade products, available at www.globalexchangestore.org:
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	Retro Apron 

Cooking is cool, and it’s even cooler when it’s done wearing a retro Fair Trade apron. This apron was made in India by a business committed to providing fair wages and good employment opportunities to economically disadvantaged artisans. $28




Fair Trade is popular among Men and Women

	Recycled Messenger Bag

These messenger bags are made from recycled feedbags so they are extremely durable. They are made by women in Cambodia, many of whom are polio-afflicted or victims of land-mines. These hard-working women are now able to feed their families, clothe their children, and afford certain necessities in life. Already a best seller at Global Exchange, popular with men and women alike. $49
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Global Exchange Press Release Continued – Trends in Fair Trade, Page 2

Bright Colors abound!
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	Lisu Travel Accessories Set

This 3-piece, handcrafted travel set was made by members of the Lisu Tribe in Thailand. Lisu villages are located in the mountains of China, Burma, and northern Thailand. Production of these and other craft items helps some of the 22,000 members of this tribe to be self-sufficient and avoid participation in the major industry of the region – poppy/opium cultivation. Global Exchange buyers purchased these and other brightly beautiful crafts during a buying trip in May 2005. Set of Three-$39




	Recycled Flip Flop Doormat
Help the environment by buying this doormat, made in the Philippines from recycled flip flop material. It is constructed out of foam rubber scrap that would otherwise go to a landfill, and is secured with galvanized metal wire. $25.
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October is Fair Trade Month:

Coming soon … Fair Trade Halloween Candy is Boo-ti-ful!
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	Global Exchange will be celebrating Fair Trade Month by offering a new product: Fair Trade Halloween Candy. For years, consumers have been hungry for a Fair Trade Halloween Candy that they can offer to trick-or-treaters. Global Exchange’s Halloween-size chocolates will be on sale in October.




PHOTOS of the products above are available at http://store.gxonlinestore.org/pressroom.html













